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SUBJECT: POLITICAL ASYLUM REQUEST BY HAITIAN REFUGEES 


1. SIXTEEN HAITIANS (11 MEN, 5 WOMEN OF WHICH 2 PREGNANT), 
PICKED UP BY FISHING VESSEL MISS GALE OF US REGISTRY 
OFF GREAT ISAAC LIGHT IN THE BAHAMA ISLANDS, ARRIVED IN 
MIAMI AT APPROXIMATELY 2130 APRIL 5. WHILE IN BAHAMIAN 
WATER MORNING OF SAME DAY, HAITIANS HAD RADIOED DISTRESS 
CALL AND REQUESTED ASSISTANCE. A BAHAMIAN BOAT, PRESUM- 
ABLY A POLICE LAUNCH, ANSWERED THE CALL, PULLED ALONGSIDE 
THE HAITIAN BOAT, AND OFFERED TO BRING THE GROUP TO A 
POINT IN THE BAHAMAS. THIS OFFER WAS REFUSED. THE MISS 
GALE' S CAPTAIN, WHO ALSO HEARD THE DISTRESS CALL WHILE 
OUTSIDE BAHAMIAN WATERS, ENTERED BAHAMIAN WATERS, PULLED 
ALONGSIDE THE HAITIAN BOAT, AND HIS OFFER OF ASSISTANCE 
WAS ACCEPTED. ONCE ONBOARD THE HAITIANS REQUESTED POLL 
TICAL ASYLUM AND INDICATED THEY WANTED TO PROCEED TO THE 
US. ONE OF THE PREGNANT WOMEN READY TO GIVE BIRTH WAS 
REPORTEDLY IN NEED OF MEDICAL TREATMENT. THE BOAT CAPTAIN 
REQUESTED AND RECEIVED COAST GUARD ADVICE TO PROCEED TO 
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THE NEAREST PORT HAVING ADEQUATE MEDICAL FACILITIES WHERE 
THE WOMAN COULD BE TREATED. THE BOAT CAPTAIN THEN PRO- 
CEEDED IN THE DIRECTION OF MAIMI DESPITE THE APPARENTLY 
NEARER LOCATION OF FREEPORT AND BIMINI IN THE BAHAMAS. 

INS OFFICIALS MET THE BOAT AND ARE IN THE PROCESS OF INTER- 
VIEWING EACH OF THE HAITIANS TODAY. THUS FAR, INTERVIEWS 
INDICATE GROUP PURCHASED BOAT IN THE BAHAMAS AFTER IT WAS 
LEARNED GOBI AUTHORITIES WOULD NOT RENEW THEIR WORK 
PERMITS. EACH IS EXPECTED TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR POLI- 
TICAL ASYLUM. 

2. NAMES OF HAITIANS, AS WELL AS FULL CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
THEIR CASE, WILL BE FORWARDED UPON COMPLETION OF INS 
INTERVIEWS. ROGERS 
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